


 

EMCS

As of January � rst of 2011, all Economic Operators within the 
EU involved in the transportation of excise goods - i.e. 
energy products, oil, tobacco, alcoholic beverages - will be 
requested to submit their administrative accompanying 
document (AAD)  electronically to their respective national 
Excise Movement and Control System (EMCS).  EMCS is a 
new computerized system for monitoring movements of 
excise goods between Member States under duty 
suspension.   As an economic operator you are obligated to 
comply with this new system.  Operators have to review and 
change internal excise processes in order to stay in business.
Most of them take the opportunity to optimize the entire 
internal setup, look for ways to save costs and to speed up 
the time-to-ship. 

E�  cient Declaration Management

Within the generic Porthus Declaration Framework, Porthus 
designed a speci� c solution for excise declaration 
management.   The solution o� ers two important elements:  
a declarations module for EMCS Departure and one for  
EMCS Arrival.   The role of this solution goes far beyond the 
simple delivery of an electronic declaration.  It o� ers a range 
of advantages that are part of the declaration framework of 
the Porthus.net Customs solution . 

Porthus Excise Declaration Management, including 
emergency procedure, allows you to take control of the 
movement of your goods under excise duty suspension.  It 
connects you to the EMCS and ensures compliance with all 
Excise Authorities’ requirements in the e-AD (Administrative 
Document) process. 

Porthus.net Customs 

Excise Declarations:  Arrival and Departure



Excise Declaration Management allows you to declare the 
departure or arrival of excise goods under the e-AD.

EMCS Departure

EMCS Departure enables you to submit the e-AD declaration to the 
Excise Authorities before the transport of the goods. The EMCS  will 
send an acceptance message containing the ARC (AAD Registration 
Code).  
Speci� c scenario’s are supported, like the cancellation and the 
change of destination, including the change of destination after a 
shipment has been partially refused by the consignee.  The declaring 
party also receives the report of receipt, which triggers the release of 
the guarantee.  Also reminder messages on delays of delivery can be 
handled in the module.

EMCS Arrival
With EMCS Arrival, you are able to receive a noti� cation of the 
goods that are or will be sent to your premises. You can accept, 
refuse or partially refuse consignments by sending a report of 
receipt. Also reminder messages on delays of delivery and 
noti� cations of diverted e-ADs or cancellations can be handled in 
the module.

Validation of your declaration data is carried out before and during 
your submission to eliminate the risk of a rejection from the 
customs authorities for a declaration where some mandatory 
information was missing.

Bene� ts
• OnDemand solution o� ering automatic updates, accessible any-

where, anytime
• Integrates with your core business systems
• Increases e�  ciency, reduces manual tasks
• Guaranteed and secure end-to-end message delivery (SLA)
• Supports multi-country and multi-entity EMCS processes 
• Real-time monitoring of the excise movements
• Up-to-date with the latest legal requirements
• Supporting also the emergency procedure
• Future proof solution based on the latest technologies
• Provides multi-level data checks
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Porthus.net customs

Porthus.net Customs o� ers an 
ergonomic user-interface based on 
proven standards.   Every included 
software module uses the same 
interface which covers single or 
multiple countries.
Some remarkable features are

My To Do Overview page
A table with your pending work, i.e. 
your active declarations.  All 
declarations requiring actions in one 
overview page only.

Declarations
For executing all your administrative 
declaration activities: 
• Creation of new declarations
• Copy a declaration
• Make use of templates
• Delegate one or more declaration(s)
• Print customs documents

Advanced functions
• Folder management
• Maintenance of template 
information
• Searching and viewing the electronic 
archive (sent and received messages) 
through the Porthus.net Message 
Viewer
• Consultation of Master Data, 
including Articles & Addresses.

Management Tasks

Description of key user tasks, involving 
sensitive declaration and work� ow 
tasks.



The activation of EMCS in the EU implies that all Economic 
Operators involved have to submit their excise declarations 
electronically.   
However, because national EMCS systems are not yet in 
place, solution providers lack testing facilities, turning the 
development of a single electronic access module for EMCS 
into a very challenging task. 
 In addition, many Economic Operators have already 
launched internal projects to adapt their internal systems to 
EMCS requirements.  A realistic test environment allows 
them to better understand the process and validate their 
internal developments.

Introducing the Excise Validation Center

To address this issue, Porthus teamed up with the experts 
from Vivansa and developed a unique central test facility: a 
perfect simulation of the EMCS system.  

 Through a separate interface called the EMCS Validation 
Center (EVC), Economic Operators are able to run end-to-
end EMCS exchanges with multiple EMCS test instances.  

The EVC is o� ered in the Porthus OnDemand setup: a 
guarantee for working according the latest standards and 
actual speci� cations.
 Today, the environment already meets the EU requirements.  
As soon as new national speci� cations are released, the EVC 
is updated, ensuring operators to stay ahead of national 
implementation timelines.

Porthus.net Customs 

Excise Validation Center - EVC
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Porthus.net Customs Excise Management

One single solution for validation of test and real declarations.
    

Validation  according to National and EU standards
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Excise Validation Centre

Powered by Vivansa

Porthus teamed up with the Vivansa 
experts for the EVC test environment.  
Vivansa has been working with the 
European Commission for many 
years and has been involved in 
the development  of  EMCS .  Their 
know-how of the Excise Movement 
and Control System gave Porthus 
a unique insight, necessary for 
the development of our Excise 
Management solution.  Besides using 
the EVC only as a test environment 
for our own purposes, we decided 
to make the EVC available for every 
company trading in excise goods.

Since its creation in 2001, Vivansa is active in 

the e-Customs � eld through its participation 

to large-scale projects launched by the 

European Commission (e.g. EMCS, CCN/CSI) in 

partnership with leading actors of the IT market 

and has gained the con� dence of all involved 

stakeholders (EC, national Customs & Taxation 

authorities, economic operators) with respect 

to a shared vision for providing e-Customs 

solutions as well as trusted service provider. 

Vivansa places innovation at the heart of its 

development strategy and has demonstrated 

its ability to deliver turn-key business solutions 

that directly satisfy the customer’s need in 

vertical markets.

From test to production

Porthus customers, using the EMCS Module can perform tests in the 
EVC, perform a validation check and then turn to their production 
environment for the processing of the actual declaration.   

Bene� ts
• Early availability of testing services 
• Reduced dependency on national timelines 
• End-to-end testing capabilities 
• Smooth transition from test to production environment with re-use 

of the interface (Single Message Format or SMF) between the cus-
tomer back-end systems and the Porthus EMCS modules

• OnDemand, easy to access 
• Gives a realistic view on international movements without any risk

An economic operator can easily introduce a declaration, which is 
validated by the EVC and matched against the EU and country  speci-
� cations for EMCS.


