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From 1st of January 2011, all Economic Operators involved in the transportation of excisable goods (i.e. energy products, oil, 
tobacco, alcoholic beverages) within the EU will be requested to submit their excise declarations electronically to their respective 
national EMCS system (whereas this procedure is still based on paper today). To allow this, national Customs & Taxation 
authorities should provide their local Economic Operators with electronic facilities ranging from (human) Web-based interface to 
programmatic B2G interface. However, because national EMCS systems are not yet in place, Economic Operators lack testing 
facilities, turning the development of a single electronic access module for EMCS into a very challenging task. In addition, many 
Economic Operators have already launched internal projects to adapt their internal systems to EMCS requirements. 
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To address this issue, Vivansa proposes Economic Operators (such as traders, warehousekeepers, registered consignors, etc.) 
to make use of central test facilities offered through the Excise Validation Center (EVC) . More than just a “ping” partner, the 
Excise Validation Center provides Economic Operators with Excise Declaration Management test facilities (with multiple test 
instances simulating the 27 national EMCS systems) which allows them to better understand the process and validate their 
internal developments ahead of national implementation timelines. 
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 Manual (using Excel files) 

After registering to the EVC, the EVC user receives pre-filled Excel templates that he can 
use to prepare draft excise declarations. Those files are sent to the EVC mailbox 
(evc@vivansa.com) and are automatically processed by the EVC. Thus, an easy way to see 
what EMCS is about and anticipate future organisational changes within your organisation.  

 Semi-automatic (using Web forms) 

The EVC user can submit Excise documents (draft excise declarations, reports of receipt, 
etc.) using a user-friendly web-based interface (accessible at evc.vivansa.com) and take 
both “consignor” and “consignee” roles to run end-to-end EMCS scenarios. Economic 
Operators Authorisations are obtained from the test SEED database and web forms are 
automatically filled with List of Codes. The interface also allows monitoring Excise 
movements and generating test data which can be used to run automatic (B2G) tests scripts.  

 Automatic B2G (using Web Services) 

The EVC user can conformance-test the Economic Operator’s internal developments by 
accessing the EVC Web Services (through the internet) and execute automatic test scripts 
implementing end-to-end Excise declaration management scenarios. 
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As Economic Operator , you can rely on the EVC 
platform to run various end-to-end Excise 
Declaration Management scenarios with multiple 
EMCS test instances (simulating national EMCS 
systems) directly from your IT System. 
 

 Free access 

Any Economic Operator established in the EU can access 
the EVC free of charge. Automatic B2G access requires 
the Economic Operator (or preferably its IT supplier) to 
subscribe to our EVC Application Services Agreement. 

 Early availability of testing services 

The Economic Operator benefits from on-line facilities to 
validate its internal developments far ahead of national 
EMCS implementation timelines. 

 Ease of access 

The services offered by the Excise Validation Center are 
accessible through the internet using 3 different modes of 
interaction (manual, semi-automatic, automatic). 

 Reduced dependency on national timelines 

The Economic Operator does not need anymore to wait 
for national EMCS systems availability to start testing its 
internal developments, which considerably reduces the 
pressure to meet the deadline of 1st January 2011 for 
operational electronic facilities (at dispatch and at 
destination). 

 End-to-end testing facilities 

When national testing facilities are made available, they 
often do not allow the Economic Operator to validate 
Excise exchange scenarios involving other Economic 
Operators in other Member States. The EVC bypasses 
this limitation by providing the EVC user with the ability to 
play both “consignor” and “consignee” roles, thus allowing 
to run full Excise documents exchanges scenarios. 

As local IT Integrator , you can rely on the EVC 
platform to assist locally established Economic 
Operators to successfully complete their EMCS 
upgrade, far ahead of EU timelines. 
 

  Testing tool 

The local IT integrator assisting Economic Operators in their 
Excise computerisation can use the EVC as a testing tool to 
run various exchange scenarios of Excise electronic 
documents. The EVC also allows generating test data which 
can be used by automatic test scripts running on the 
Economic Operator’s IT system. 

  Adaptation to national specifications 

National specific requirements (e.g. new mandatory field in a 
business message), once made public by every national 
Customs & Taxation authority, are gradually implemented in 
the EVC’s single electronic access point (SEAP), which 
strongly reduces the re-qualification work to be performed by 
the local IT integrator to connect the trader’s system to the 
national EMCS system (once available). 

  Central support 

The local IT integrator benefits from the expertise of our 
EMCS specialists to obtain support during the testing activity 
such as assistance to the writing of test scripts, analysis of 
error logs, etc. In addition, the IT integrator has the 
possibility to interact with its peers using our online forum or 
to interact directly with our support team, so that it will get 
the help it needs.  

  Increased visibility  

By becoming an official EVC Country Partner, a local IT 
integrator increases its visibility among the EMCS 
community and gains the assurance that the assistance it 
provides to its Customers will lead to quality results. 

To access the EVC on-line interface: 

  

evc.vivansa.com 

To become an official EVC Country Partner: 

 

www.vivansa.com 
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The EVC can also be used in a very simple 
and efficient way to provide EMCS Trader-to-
Trader testing facilities once national testing 
facilities will be made available by national 
administrations. Indeed, instead of entering 
into complex organisational issues to set-up 
end-to-end communication links between 
traders through CCN/CSI (which could 
revealed extremely chaotic due to the number 
of actors involved, their geographical 
distribution, time constraints issues, national 
firewalling issues, CCN/CSI configurations 
issues, etc.), every National Administration 
can use the EVC central services to validate 
the various EMCS scenarios with its locally 
established traders. 
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The EVC provides a powerful Web interface which allows registered users to run various Excise Declaration 
Management scenarios on behalf of several Economic Operators (established in any of the 27 EU countries) 
including the capacity to submit / cancel an Excise declaration (eAAD), submit a Report of Receipt (RoR), issue a 
Change of Destination, monitor Excise movements, search for Excise movements, etc. 
The EVC interface also allows generating Test Data under various formats which can be played by traders systems 
against the EVC central services to validate internal Excise developments establishing B2G connectivity.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Since its creation in 2001, Vivansa is active in 
the e-Customs field through its participation to 
large-scale projects launched by the European 
Commission (e.g. EMCS, CCN/CSI) in 
partnership with leading actors of the IT market 
and has gained the confidence of all involved 
stakeholders (EC, national Customs & Taxation 
authorities, economic operators) with respect to 
a shared vision for providing e-Customs 
solutions as well as trusted service provider. 
Vivansa places innovation at the heart of its 
development strategy and has demonstrated its 
ability to deliver turn-key business solutions 
that directly satisfy the customer’s need in 
vertical markets (e.g. XSIZE, LXR.CCN, LXR. 
XEOS, LXR.CMCS). For more information 
please visit us at: www.vivansa.com. 

  

 

 

 
 

For more information about the Excise Validation Center, visit us at: 

http://www.vivansa.com/public/index.php?id=146 
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Mr. Vivien MONTI 

Chief Sales Officer 

vivien.monti@vivansa.com  
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